·               4 IDEAS ABOUT NARRATIVES

	
	EXPLANATION
	EXAMPLE

	LEVIS-STRAUSS' BINARY OPPOSITIONS
	Narratives are based on CONFLICT. No conflict, no story.
	Heroes need opposition. Heroes need villains. 
Most important in a story; without opposition, characters have no personality.

	TODOROV’S THEORY
	Narratives have THREE STAGES called equilibrium, disequilibrium, (recognition – realization), new equilibrium. That means everything starts well, then goes wrong, then is sorted out somehow.
	Guardians of the Galaxy; 
· Equilibrium: everyone is normal; Starlord is an adventurer, steals stuff
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Disequilibrium: Starlord is caught and meets other Guardians of the Galaxy
· New equilibrium: main character solves problem, desires fulfilled

	BARTHE’S HERMENETIC (ENIGMA) CODE
	Narratives are based on MYSTERY. We are always waiting to find the answer to some question.
	Guardians of the Galaxy: Starlord is always listening to a 70s song on a Walkman and gets very angry when it is taken – why?

	PROPP’S THEORY
	There are CHARACTER TYPES (called ‘archetypes.’) A character might be a hero, or a villain, or a leader. (There are seven possibilities.) Once we know what they are, we know what they’re going to do. (A hero, for example, will always do ‘the right thing.’) Thus, we pretty much know how the story will go.
	[image: Image result for propps character types]



There is always one main character.
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Character Type

The hero

Definition

Lesds the narative, Usuallysearching for
something oron some form out quest and
succeeds

ample

Shrek - trek
John MeClane - Die Hord

The Villain

Strugges against hero.Shown to be
maraly bad - drives audience away from
them, maing them support hero.

Lord Farquaad - Shek.
Hans Gruber - Die Hard

The donor

Gives hero something specil to help with
the quest.Dossn'texacty have to be
physical

Dragon - shek.
W T o

The helper

The helper supprts the hero - similr to
donor. Usually appears at critcal
moments and gives support and guidance.
Physica help can ighlight that hero's can
have lmits,

Donkey - Shrek
Ron & Hermiane - Harny Potter

The princess

May take 2 forms - object/reward
delierately done by hero. Could be seen
Tt inthe movie,or could be an
important character

Princess Fona - Shrek

The princess’
father

Gves the task to hero. Key figure for hero,
to persuade as father s protective of
daughter.Could aso be in competiton
withthe hero. Propp sad that they can be
hard to distinguish

T King - ek

The dispatcher

“The character wha sends the here an s
ission ~ may be a famiy member and
can ako be combined with anather ole.

Lord Farquaad - Shek.

The false hero

Appearsto act hercicaly throughout
movie, and can be mistaken for the actusl
hero.

Prince Charming - Shrek





